
Governing Documents

Missouri Association of School Librarians

Constitution of Missouri Association of School Librarians
Article I

Name

The name of this organization shall be the Missouri Association of School Librarians (MASL).

Article II

Purposes
The purposes of this organization shall be: 

· To advocate for access to school library media center services and resources for Missouri’s children.

· To develop collaborative relationships with stakeholders in the educational community.

· To enable the use of information technologies in Missouri schools. 

· To provide opportunities for continuing professional education focusing on exemplary practices in school library media centers. 

· To recognize significant contributions to the profession and to the improvement of school library media programs in Missouri.

Article III

Membership
The membership of this organization shall not be limited in number and shall be open to any individual or corporation interested in promoting the purposes of the Association upon payment of the prescribed dues. 
Article IV

Officers
The officers of the Association shall be a President, a First Vice-President/President Elect, a Second Vice-President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Past President and an American Association of School Librarians (AASL) Affiliate Assembly Delegate. These officers shall perform the duties prescribed in the Bylaws, Policies and Procedures, and by the parliamentary authority adopted by the organization. Officers shall be elected in accordance with the procedures established in the Bylaws. No member shall hold more than one elected office at a time.

Article V

Board of Directors
Section 1
The Officers of the Association and the Directors, as designated in the Bylaws, shall constitute the Board of Directors (hereafter referred to as the Board). There shall be at least one Director from each MASL Affiliate Region.

Section 2
The Missouri State Librarian and the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) Library Media and Technology Consultant shall be permanent nonvoting members of the Board.

Section 3
The Board shall have general supervision of the affairs of the Association between its annual meetings, make recommendations to the Association and perform such other duties as are specified in the Bylaws, Policies and Procedures. The Board shall be subject to the orders of the Association and none of its acts shall conflict with an action taken by the Association.

Section 4
Regular meetings of the Board shall be set by action of the Board. Special meetings of the Board may be called by the President and shall be called upon the written request of at least ten percent (10%) of the Board membership filed with the Secretary and President. A majority of the total Board membership, excluding vacancies, shall constitute a quorum.

Article VI

Executive Council
Section 1
The President, First Vice-President/President Elect, Second Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Past President, AASL Affiliate Assembly Delegate and two (2) sitting Directors elected by Board members shall constitute the Executive Council (hereafter referred to as the Council).

Section 2
The Council shall have general supervision of the affairs of the Association between meetings of the Board, make recommendations to the Board and perform such other duties as are specified in the Bylaws, Policies and Procedures. The Council shall be subject to the orders of the Board and none of its acts shall conflict with an action taken by the Association or the Board.

Section 3
Regular meetings of the Council shall be set by action of the Council. Special meetings of the Council may be called by the President and shall be called upon the written request of at least three (3) members of the Council filed with the Secretary and President.

Article VII

Meetings
Section 1
Annual Meeting. The Association shall hold an annual meeting during MASL Spring Conference for the purpose of receiving reports from officers, the Board and Committees, and for any other business.

Section 2
Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Association may be called by a two-thirds vote of either the Council or the Board. The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the call.

Section 3
Quorum. Twenty-five percent (25%) of the Association members attending an annual or special meeting shall constitute a quorum.

Section 4
Committees. The Association shall have such Standing Committees as may be established in the Bylaws and may establish Special Committees as the Association may deem necessary.

Section 5
Participation at Annual and Special Meetings. Association members attending the Annual Meeting or any Special Meeting of the Association shall be entitled to debating and voting privileges.

Article VIII

Affiliation
Section 1
Association Affiliation. The Association shall be an affiliate of the American Association of School Librarians (AASL).

Section 2
Region Affiliate. An organization of individuals involved in school library media services on a local or regional level in the state of Missouri may seek affiliate status with the Association and, upon approval by the Board, shall be known as a Region Affiliate.
Article IX

Parliamentary Authority

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Association in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the Constitution, the Bylaws and any special rules of order the Association may adopt.

Article X

Amendment of the Constitution
The Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting at any duly called business meeting of the Association, provided the proposed amendment has been presented to the Board of Directors in writing no less than sixty (60) days prior to the business meeting at which the amendment is to be acted upon, and written notification sent to each member of the Association no less than thirty (30) days prior to the meeting. Decisions by the membership may also be taken through mail, e-mail, electronic, or fax ballot, as determined by the Board.
Enactment Proviso: 

The revisions to the Constitution shall be effective January 1, 2008 and shall be implemented no later than June 30, 2008.

Adopted 12/03/0707

Effective 01/01/08
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